
 

 

Relocation Timeline 
The Ultimate 8-Week Checklist for Relocating to Arizona 
 
Successfully relocating requires more than just packing boxes; specifically, it requires a logistical roadmap. Consequently, 
we have curated this ultimate 8-week relocation timeline to ensure your transition to the Valley of the Sun is seamless. By 
following these steps, you maintain control over the process rather than letting the process control you. 

Weeks 8-6: Start the Relocation Timeline with Strategic 
Planning and Research 
Start by securing your representation:  

●​ Connect with a local expert: Specifically, Cindy Schulte has deep local knowledge, extensive relocation 
experience, and certifications and designations in corporate relocation. 

●​ Define your lifestyle needs: Consider commute times, proximity to airports, and lifestyle preferences 
like golf course access or hiking trails. 

●​ Connect with a lender: Furthermore, getting pre-approved specifically for Arizona taxes and fees gives 
you a competitive edge. 

Additionally, if you have children, this is the moment to tackle the Arizona education system. Uniquely, Arizona operates on 
an “Open Enrollment” system. In other words, you are not strictly bound to the school district where your home is located, 
provided there is space available in your desired school. However, top-rated schools in Chandler, Scottsdale, and Gilbert fill 
up rapidly. Therefore, you must contact these districts immediately to check availability. 

Weeks 6-4: Logistics and The “Heat Factor” 
Now that your housing search is active, your relocation timeline shifts to the physical logistics of the move. If you are 
moving between May and September, you face a unique Arizona adversary: extreme heat. Consequently, this dictates how 
you schedule your movers.  

Key considerations for hiring movers:  

●​ Schedule early starts: Explicitly request that the moving crew arrives at 6:00 AM or earlier to beat the 
midday high temperatures. 

●​ Ask about climate-controlled storage: If there is a gap between arrival and closing, verify that your 
goods sit in a cooled warehouse. 

●​ Protect your items: Furthermore, certain items like candles, vinyl records, and some electronics do not 
survive inside a non-air-conditioned truck in 115-degree heat. 

Moreover, this is the time to aggressively declutter. Since homes in Arizona often feature different storage layouts than 
homes in the Midwest or East Coast (basements are very rare here), you might find you have less storage space than you 
anticipate. Therefore, host a garage sale or donate items now. By reducing your load, you lower your moving costs and 
simplify the unpacking process. 



 

Weeks 4-2: Utilities and Address Changes 
Execute these essential utility tasks:  

●​ Identify your provider: Ask your real estate agent to confirm if the property is SRP or APS. 
●​ Schedule service turn-on: Notably, during the summer, these companies are busy; schedule your 

transfer at least three weeks out. 
●​ Set up water and trash: Typically, these run through the local municipality (e.g., City of Chandler, City of 

Phoenix). 
●​ Arrange internet installation: Since remote work is common, ensure fiber or high-speed cable is active 

on day one. 

In addition to electricity, you must forward your mail. Although this seems obvious, missing a single piece of mail regarding 
your closing documents causes unnecessary stress. Therefore, file your change of address with the USPS now. 

Weeks 2-0: Relocation Timeline Final Prep and The MVD 
Strategy  
The final two weeks of your relocation timeline are for execution. At this stage, most of your packing is complete. However, 
you need to prepare for your arrival in Arizona. One of the biggest pain points for new residents is the Arizona Motor 
Vehicle Division (MVD).  

Unlike some states where you wait months to register, Arizona requires you to register your vehicle and obtain a 
driver’s license immediately upon becoming a resident. Furthermore, to register your car, you often need an emissions 
test first, depending on the age of your vehicle.  

Prepare for the MVD visit:  

●​ Locate an authorized third-party provider: Surprisingly, you do not have to go to the official state 
office; private third-party offices are faster, though they charge a small convenience fee. 

●​ Check emissions requirements: Verify if your car needs a smog check at a strict state testing facility 
before you try to register it. 

●​ Gather documents for the “Travel ID”: Arizona issues a voluntary Travel ID (compliant with Real ID 
acts). You need your birth certificate, passport, and two forms of proof of address. 

Week 0: Arrival and Settling In 
You arrive at your new home. Congratulations! However, your relocation timeline has one final phase. It is time to 
acclimate to the desert environment.  

First, ensure your air conditioning filters are fresh. Arizona dust is fine and pervasive; consequently, filters clog faster 
here than in other climates. Second, learn the landscape of your new neighborhood. For example, identify the nearest 
urgent care, the best 24-hour pharmacy, and your local grocery store.  

Finally, take a moment to breathe. Relocation is a massive undertaking. Nevertheless, by following this structured 
relocation timeline, you successfully mitigate the chaos. 
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